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 Unit For Books Program
Program Purpose:  To promote standards-based thematic units developed and written by teachers which include the use of interactive teaching and learning strategies to motivate students to read critically, and develop a love of reading.  

How does it work?  Teachers will select a YAL book (or set of books) approved by a GEAR UP Professional Development Coordinator and create a unit plan to be implemented in the classroom during this school year.  Upon completion of an acceptable unit and its submission in digital form, CTC will purchase 30 books (either 30 copies of a single book or literature circle sets of multiple books) to be delivered to the teacher approximately 8 weeks after the order is placed.  

Unit Plan must include the following:

1. Unit for Books Planning Template
2. Unit Overview (Use CPS weekly lesson plan template or approved alternate format)


( Activities to extend over 15 class sessions 

( Includes formal and informal assessments 

3.  Detailed One-Day Lesson Plan
(Use Activity Wizard or CPS daily lesson plan template)


( Demonstrates interactive teaching and learning


( Includes Illinois State Learning Standards and CRI

4.  Documentation/Follow-Up Should include at least two of the following:

( Brief (150 words) summary/reflection on the unit

( 3-4 student self-assessments


( Samples of student work


( Digital photos and/or videotape with explanation

( Observation by a GEAR UP Staff member


( Presentation of unit at YAL or other GEAR UP Conference
We Can Help!

( Look at past units on our website: Go to  www.neiu.edu/~yal , then follow the Units for Books link to find units from other teachers.

( Attend a Support Session after the conference and earn more 3 CPDUs!

( Your GEAR UP PD Coordinator will be happy to help.

Want to Get Started?
Great!  Contact your school’s GEAR UP staff member or email gupd@neiu.edu.
By submitting your unit, you have agreed to allow CTC to share it with other teachers.  

Publication on a website is possible with your permission.
